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The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists have shared their 
inspiring artistry and community impacts through remarkable 
performances for twenty years. Audiences have come to 
recognize their peerless singing, vocal flexibility between 
musical styles, their commitment to ensemble singing, and 
their willingness to sing music that speaks to a changing world.

Proud standard-bearers of the midwest choral tradition, 
The Singers are as comfortable singing Bach as they are 
Bob Dylan. The choir, under the artistic leadership of its 
founder Matthew Culloton, have performed four times at the 
famed Ravinia Festival (the summer home of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra), Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis, Ordway 
Performance Center in St. Paul, Chicago’s Orchestra 
Hall, and churches, auditoriums, and schools across the 
midwest. The Singers frequently collaborate with the Saint 
Paul Chamber Orchestra, where they have performed 
under conductors Jonathan Cohen, Jeannette Sorrell, Jory 
Vinikour, and Paul McCreesh. The choir has been honored 
to sing under other leading conductors including Craig Hella 
Johnson, René Clausen, and Kathy Romey.

The Singers’ discography includes their latest collection, Come 
to the Woods, which features works by American composer 
Jake Runestad, Moira Smiley, Dominick Argento, Samuel 
Barber, and John Corigliano. Lauridsen: Mid-winter Songs 
is a collection of works by one of the world’s most beloved 
composers, Morten Lauridsen, who is featured on the piano 

in collaboration with The Singers. Tonight, Eternity Alone and 
Splendid Jewel are collections by René Clausen and Stephen 
Paulus, respectively. Along with three Christmas albums, a folk 
song collection, and live concert recordings, The Singers also 
feature a concert video library on their website.

Always a distinctive element of The Singers’ concert 
programming is the inclusion of new music by both 
established and emerging composers, including nearly 100 
premieres of new works by Dominick Argento, Jocelyn 
Hagen, Joshua Shank, Abbie Betinis, Stephen Paulus, 
Timothy C. Takach, Craig Carnahan, Linda Kachelmeier, Paul 
Rudoi, Christine Donkin, William Malpede, Dale Trumbore, 
AJ Harbison, Paul Winchester, Jennifer Brandon, and Tesfa 
Wondemagegnehu. Artistic Director and Conductor Matthew 
Culloton writes new holiday settings each season, and 
far-reaching Calls-for-Scores have brought new works from 
around the globe to the attention of the leadership team. 

The Singers and Matthew Culloton host educational events 
aimed both at students and the community at large. Choral 
Festivals that bring together students from around the 
region have been held to honor Morten Lauridsen and René 
Clausen, and school classroom visits and masterclasses are 
a frequent offering. The Community Sing events have been 
aimed at the wider community of choral enthusiasts, and 
have been centered on the Justice Choir Songbook, and 
works by Fauré, Mozart, and John Rutter. Over the years, 
thousands of students and community members have taken 
part in these meaningful programs.

The Singers are a 40-voice professional choral ensemble 
based in St. Paul, Minnesota. The organization was founded 
in 2004 by its current Artistic Director Matthew Culloton, 
and is currently celebrating its 20th Anniversary Season in 
2023-2024. The Singers deliver compelling and thought-
provoking performances and educational opportunities that 
can bridge cultural differences and invite appreciation of the 
choral art. The core values that guide the organization as it 
brings this mission to life are Respect & Openness, Courage, 
Collaboration, Excellence, and Passion.
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The Singers’ Choice
20th Anniversary Season Kickoff 

Matthew Culloton, Founder & Artistic Director
Bryon Wilson, piano

I.
Les Chansons des Roses (excerpts)  	           Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943)

Previously performed in 2005, 2012; recorded 2012.

1. En Une Seule Fleur
2. Contre Qui, Rose
5. Dirait-on

II.
#UnitedWeDream (from American DREAMers)	 Melissa Dunphy (b. 1980)

Can We Sing the Darkness to Light?	          Kyle Pederson (b. 1971)
Both of these works were first performed by The Singers in 2019 and have frequently been performed since.

III.
All-Night Vigil/Vespers, op. 37 (excerpts) 	           Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)

Previously performed in 2009, 2013 (MN and the Ravinia Festival), 2016 (MN and the Ravinia Festival).

1. Pridite, poklonimsia (Come, Let Us Worship)
6. Bogoroditse Devo (Rejoice, O Virgin)
7. Slava v vïshnih Bogu (Glory To God in the Highest)
15. Vzbrannoy voyevode (Thanksgiving to the Mother of God)

INTERMISSION

IV.
Leon (from Path of Miracles) 	           Joby Talbot (b. 1971)

Previously performed in 2012 and 2018..

V.
Tonight, Eternity Alone	           René Clausen (b. 1953)

Hannah Armstrong and Diane Koschak, sopranos
Needle and Thread (from This is How You Love)	          Jocelyn Hagen* (b. 1980)

The Day is Done	          Stephen Paulus (1949-2014)
Clausen previously performed: 2014, 2012, and 2015; Hagen performed in 2020; Paulus performed and recorded in 2007.

VI.
What Wondrous Love (from Southern Harmony, 1835)	           William Walker, arr. Matthew Culloton

Shenandoah	          Traditional, arr. James Erb

Long Time Trav’ling	          Elder Edmund Dumas, arr. Abbie Betinis*
Timothy Bruett, baritone; Ricky Satterness, tenor

Culloton premiered and recorded in 2012; Erb was performed at The Singers’ debut event on Oct. 22, 2004 and many times 
since; Betinis premiered in 2005, sung in 2011, and recorded in 2012.  

 *Jocelyn Hagen and Abbie Betinis (along with Joshua Shank) were The Singers’ Composers-in-Residence from 2004-
2014. The works they created, and the times we spent learning from them, have proven invaluable to us.



Lauridsen: Les Chanson des Roses
Poetry of Rainer Maria Rilke

1. En Une Seule Fleur

C’est pourtant nous qui t’avons proposé	
de remplir ton calice.		
Enchanteé de cet artifice,			 
Ton abondance l’avait osé.		

Tu étais assez riche, pour devenir cent
fois toi-même en une seule fleur;		
c’est l’état de celui qui aime…
Mais tu n’as pas pensé ailleurs.

2. Contre Qui, Rose

Contre qui, rose, avez-vous adopté ces épines?	
Votre joie trop fine vous a-t-elle forcée	
de devenir cette chose armée?	

Mais de qui vous protégé 
cette arme exagérée?	
Combien d’ennemis vous ai-je enlevés	
qui ne la craignaient point?	
Au contraire, d’été en automne,	
vous blessez les soins qu’on vous donne.	

5. Dirait-on

Abandon entouré d’abandon,		
tendresse touchant aux tendresses…	
C’est ton intérieur qui sans cesse	
se caresse, dirait-on;	

se caress en soi-même, 	
par son proper reflet éclairé.	
Ainsi tu inventes le thème	
du Narcisse exaucé.

Dunphy: #UnitedWeDream
Poem by Claudia D. Hernández

Aquí estamos. 
This is where we found our home away from home. 
This is where we belong. 
Mother Earth, who feeds us all, 
takes our roots, 
their roots, 
no matter how long, 

Selected Texts and Translations

It is we, perhaps, who proposed
that you replenish your bloom.
Enchanted by this charade,
your abundance dared.

You were rich enough to fulfill
yourself a hundred times over in a single flower;
such is the state of one who loves…
But you never did think otherwise.

Against whom, rose, have you assumed these thorns?
Is it your too fragile joy that forced you
to become this armed thing?

But from whom does it protect you, 
this exaggerated defense?
How many enemies have I lifted from you
who did not fear it at all?
On the contrary, from summer to autumn
you wound the affection that is given you. 

Abandon surrounding abandon,
tenderness touching tenderness…
Your oneness endlessly
caresses itself, so they say;

self-caressing
through its own clear reflection.
Thus you invent the theme
of Narcissus fulfilled.

how short— 
she’s whispering: 
this is where you belong. 
RESIST!  RESIST! 
Pelea con diente y madre! 
This is where you belong, Dreamer!
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Pederson: Can We Sing the Darkness to Light
Poem by the composer

What if instead of more violence,
we let our weapons fall silent?
No more revenge or retribution;
no more war or persecution.
It could be beautiful.

What if instead of our judgement,
we soften our hearts that have hardened?
Instead of certainty and pride
we love and sacrifice.
It could be beautiful.

Rachmaninoff: All-Night Vigil/Vespers

1. Pridite, poklonimsia (Come, Let Us Worship)

Amin’. Priidite, poklonimsia 
Tsarevi nashemu Bogu. 
Priidite, poklonimsia i pripadem 
Hristu Tsarevi nashemu Bogu. 
Priidite, poklonimsia i pripadem 
samomu Hristu Tsarevi i Bogu nashemu.
Priidite, poklonimsia i pripadem Yemu.

6. Bogoroditse Devo (Rejoice, O Virgin)

Bogoroditse Devo, raduysia, 
Blagodatnaya Mariye, Ghospod’ s Toboyu. 
Blagoslovenna Tï v zhenah, 
i blagosloven Plod chreva Tvoyego, 
yako Spasa rodila yesi dush nashïh.

7. Slava v vïshnih Bogu (Glory To God in the Highest)

Slava v vïshnih Bogu, 
i na zemli mir, 
v chelovetseh blagovoleniye. 
Ghospodi, ustne moi otverzeshï, 
i usta moya vozvestiat hvalu Tvoyu. 

15. Vzbrannoy voyevode (Thanksgiving to the Mother of God)
 
Vzbrannoy voyevode pobeditel’naya, 
yako izbavl’shesia ot zlïh, 
blagodarstvennaya vospisuyem Ti 
rabi Tvoi, Bogoroditse: 
no yako imushchaya derzhavu nepobedimuyu, 
ot fsiakih nas bed svobodi, 
da zovem Ti: 
“Raduysia, Nevesto nenevestnaya!”

 
Can we see the other as our brother?
Can we sing the darkness to light
sounding chords of compassion and grace?
Set the swords of judgement aside
let mercy’s eye see the other human face.

Amen. Come, let us worship 
God, our King.
Come, let us worship and fall down
before Christ, our King and our God.
Come, let us worship and fall down
before the very Christ, our King and our God.
Come, let us worship and fall down before Him.

Rejoice, O Virgin Mother of God,
Mary full of grace, the Lord is with Thee.
Blessed art Thee among women,
and blessed is the Fruit of Thy womb,
for Thou hast borne the Savior of our souls.

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace,
good will among men. 
O Lord, open Thou my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim Thy praise. 

To Thee, the victorious Leader of triumphant hosts,
we Thy servants, delivered from evil,
offer hymns of thanksgiving, 
O Theotokos!
Since Thou dost possess invincible might,
set us free from all calamities, 
so that we may cry to Thee:
“Rejoice, O unwedded Bride!”



Talbot: Leon (from Path of Miracles)
Li soleus qui en moi luist est mes deduis,  Et Dieus est mon conduis. 

(The sun that shines within me is my joy, and God is my guide. –Anon, 13th cen.)

We have walked 
In Jakobsland: 

Over river and sheep track, 
By hospice and hermit’s cave.

We sleep on the earth and dream of the road, 
We wake to the road and we walk.

Wind from the hills 
Dry as the road, 

Sun overhead, 
Too bright for the eye.

Rumours of grace on the road, 
Of wonders: 

The miracles of Villasirga, 
The Virgin in the apple tree. 

The Apostle on horseback – 
A journey of days in one night. 

God knows we have walked 
In Jakobsland: 

Clausen: Tonight Eternity Alone
Thomas S. Jones, Jr., from Dusk at Sea

Tonight eternity alone is near:
The sunset, and the darkening blue;
There is no space for fear,
Only the wonder of its truth.

Paulus: The Day is Done
Poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The day is done, and the darkness
Falls from the wings of Night,
As a feather is wafted downward
From an eagle in his flight.

I see the lights of the village
Gleam through the rain and the mist,
And a feeling of sadness comes o’er me
That my soul cannot resist:

A feeling of sadness and longing,
That is not akin to pain,
And resembles sorrow only
As the mist resembles the rain.

Come, read to me some poem,
Some simple and heartfelt lay,
That shall soothe this restless feeling,
And banish the thoughts of day.

Through the Gothic Fields, 
From Castrogeriz to Calzadilla, 

Calzadilla to Sahagun, 
Each day the same road, the same sun.

Quam dilecta tabernacula tua, 
Dominum virtutem.

(How admirable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of Hosts. –Psalm 84)

Here is a miracle. 
That we are here is a miracle. 

Here daylight gives an image of 
The heaven promised by His love.

Beate, qui habitant in domo tua, Domine; 
In saecula saeculorum laudabant te. 

(Blessed are they that dwell in thy house; 
they will still be praising be. –Psalm 84)

We pause, as at the heart of a sun 
That dazzles and does not burn.

Hagen: needle & thread
Poem by Amanda Lovelace

          you               the
        brought        needle
    & I  brought  the  thread
   we  meant  to  mend  our
      two    broken   hearts
         but we ended up
            stitching them
                  togeth
                      er

Read from some humbler poet,
Whose songs gushed from his heart,
As showers from the clouds of summer,
Or tears from the eyelids start;

Then read from the treasured volume
The poem of thy choice,
And lend to the rhyme of the poet
The beauty of thy voice.

And the night shall be filled with music
And the cares, that infest the day,
Shall be banished like restless feelings
And silently steal away.
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Founder; Artistic &
Executive Director
Matthew Culloton brings a love of shared 
community singing, exacting musical 
standards, and an engaging sense of 
humor to the podium. He exhibits an 
uncanny ability to shape and trust in 
the individual artistry of the musicians in 
front of him, resulting in stirring moments 
of musical synergy and soul. Beloved 
composer Morten Lauridsen wrote to him, 
“Your glorious performances still resound 
in my ear and in my heart…it was my great 

honor to have you do my music, which could not have been in finer 
hands.”
Culloton is recognized equally for his interpretations of early music 
all the way to brand new works – hot off the press. As artistic 
director of The Singers, he has creatively programmed seasons of 
concerts that call on the music of Palestrina and Bach alongside 
Jocelyn Hagen and Damien Geter. “The Singers are a wonderfully 
well-shaped instrument, with pure and balanced vocal textures and 
pristine articulation. It is a clean-sounding ensemble, enormously 
flexible, and, for its size, it is capable of a sonority that can be 
equally fulsome or transparent.” (Rob Hubbard, Pioneer Press) 
“Culloton has cultivated a cooly sweet, Scandinavian-style sound 
and endearing warmth of expression.” (Lindsay Koob, American 
Record Guide)
Culloton has led the world premiere performances of over 100 
works, including Timothy Takach’s Helios (2019), Craig Carnahan’s 
Ghost Camp (2015), Joshua Shank’s He Was Singing (2012), 
and Jocelyn Hagen’s amass (2012). He is also an active classical 
recording producer, collaborating in that role with the Twin Cities 
Gay Men’s Chorus, the National Lutheran Choir, the Concordia 
Choir, and the Minnesota Beethoven Festival Chorale (Dale Warland, 
conductor). Culloton worked closely with Warland on the editing 
preparation on the final four recordings of the Dale Warland Singers. 
Recordings made with The Singers include Come to the Woods 

Assistant Conductor
Matthew Olson is Assistant Conductor of 
The Singers, Director of Choral Activities 
at Carleton College, and Artistic Director of 
Bach Roots Festival. Under his leadership, 
performances with Bach Roots Festival 
have been hailed by the Star Tribune as 
“masterful” (B Minor Mass) and “a gripping 
realization” (St. John Passion). In 2018, he 
led The Singers in performances of Joby 
Talbot’s 17-voice choral symphony, Path 
of Miracles. Recently, he served as Visiting 
Professor at St. Olaf College and a guest 
conductor at Florida State University. 

A passionate music educator, he often serves as a clinician for 
high school choral festivals, and his choral compositions and 
arrangements are published by Colla Voce, Santa Barbara, and 
via his website www.matthewjolson.com. He studied choral and 
orchestral conducting at St. Olaf College, The Oregon Bach Festival, 
Michigan State University, The Canford Conducting School (U.K.), 
and The University of Minnesota. He is a member of Beyond Artists, 
a group of professional musicians who donate a percentage of their 
artist fees to nonprofit organizations; he supports Redeemer Center 
for Life in North Minneapolis and College Possible (MN).  

Collaborative Pianist
Bryon Wilson is in his third season with 
The Singers. He is a freelance pianist, 
teacher, and coach based in Minneapolis, 
and has appeared with numerous 
artistic organizations including Schubert 
Club, Source Song Festival, Thursday 
Musical, NATS, Mill City Opera, Out of 
the Box Opera, and River Sounds in 
Ft. Lauderdale. He is on the faculty of 
Macphail Center for Music and is organist 
at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

in Edina, MN. Bryon also spends two months every summer 
commercial salmon fishing in Bristol Bay, AK.

(2022), René Clausen: Tonight, Eternity Alone (2015) Lauridsen: 
Mid-Winter Songs (2011), and six additional collections. A recording 
of his Christmas carol settings, On a Christmas Morn: Carols of 
Matthew Culloton (2021) is on the Arsis Audio label.
As a composer, Culloton has been commissioned by The Singers, 
the Dale Warland Singers, Choral Arts Ensemble of Rochester (MN), 
Ames Chamber Artists, Chanson, the Minnesota MMEA All-State 
Choir, and numerous professional, community, school, and church 
choirs. He is the editor of the Christmas with The Singers Choral 
Series published by MorningStar Music Publishers, and co-editor of 
the Matthew and Michael Culloton Choral Series with Santa Barbara 
Publishing Company. His choral music is published by MorningStar 
Music, E.C. Schirmer, G. Schirmer, Santa Barbara Music Publishing, 
Hinshaw Music, Mark Foster Music (Shawnee), Kjos Music, and 
Graphite Publishing.
An experienced and celebrated music educator, Culloton began 
his teaching career in the Long Prairie – Grey Eagle School District. 
From 2000-2006, he was Director of Choral Activities at Hopkins 
High School. His passion for connecting with singers of all ages 
through valuable collaborative opportunities is still apparent 
through the engagement work of The Singers, and the many 
classroom masterclasses he leads each year. In November 2004, 
Matthew was presented with the MN ACDA Outstanding Young 
Choral Conductor of the Year Award. In the fall of 2003, he was 
the recipient of the VocalEssence/ACDA of Minnesota Creative 
Programming Award for his work at Hopkins High School.
From 1999-2004, he was a member of The Dale Warland Singers, 
having served as Music Adviser to Dale Warland, Assistant 
Conductor, and Bass Section Leader. As Warland’s Music 
Adviser, the two worked closely together on artistic programming 
and recording projects, including the editing preparation for that 
organization’s final four recordings. His singing career has also 
included the Minnesota Beethoven Festival Chorale and the 
Mirandola Ensemble.
Based in the Minneapolis area, Culloton has also been Choirmaster 
at The House of Hope Presbyterian Church in St. Paul since 2010. 
He earned degrees from the University of Minnesota (M.M. in 
Choral Conducting; D.M.A. in Conducting) and Concordia College, 
Moorhead (B.M. in Music Education).
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Sopranos
Beth Althof has performed with The Singers since 
season one and served as section leader and 
Singers Rep to the board. Beth holds a degree in 
music education from the University of Illinois and 
recently retired after 35 years of teaching. She has 
sung in the Dale Warland Singers, the Minnesota 
Beethoven Festival Chorale, SPCO Chorale, MN 
Bach Ensemble, Bach Roots Festival, Women 

PerformHers, Together in Hope Project, and at the House of Hope. She enjoys 
tennis, reading, walking her dog Lucy, and playing with her granddaughter.  
Beth lives in White Bear Lake with her husband, Jay.

Hannah Armstrong has been a proud member of 
The Singers since 2009. Hannah also sings in The 
Bach Roots Festival with Dr. Matthew J. Olson, and 
has appeared as soprano soloist for The Oratorio 
Society of Minnesota, Augsburg Masterworks Chorale, 
and University of Minnesota Orchestra. She graduated 
from Luther College in 2009 with a B.A. in Music 
Education and Africana Studies, and where she sang 

with Dr. Craig Arnold in the Nordic Choir. Hannah holds a D.M.A degree in Vocal 
Performance from the University of Minnesota where she also earned her M.M. 
studying with Dr. Wendy Zaro-Mullins. Hannah teaches music at Burroughs 
Community School in Minneapolis.

Paige Armstrong has been a member of The 
Singers since 2012 and soprano section leader since 
2019. She graduated from the University of Minnesota 
with a Master’s degree in Choral Conducting in 
2019 and she received a Bachelor’s degree in 
Music Education from Luther College in 2012. Paige 
is the Artistic Director of the Edina Chorale and is 
one of two Choir Directors at St. Michael-Albertville 

High School. In 2015 was awarded first place in the graduate division of the 
NATS-MN and the divisional MTNA Young Artists vocal competitions, and in 
2013 was awarded first place in the National ACDA Undergraduate Conducting 
Competition. 

Anna Brudzinski is a graduate of St. Olaf College 
and Augsburg University. She works as a board-
certified music therapist in the Twin Cities and is so 
grateful for the opportunity to build relationships with 
and empower her clients through creative musicking. 
She has previously sung with The Beethoven Festival 
Chorale, The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra Chorale, 
VocalEssence, Mozarteum Chor in Salzburg, and The 

St. Olaf Choir. Anna loves spending time with her husband, two young boys, 
and corgi walking around the lakes, watching Disney movies, and eating donuts.

Marie Spar Dymit is thrilled to be back with The 
Singers for this special project. She served as the 
first assistant conductor with the organization during 
its inaugural 2004-2005 season, and has sung 
numerous projects with the group since that time. 
Previous to her time with the Singers, Marie sang 
with the Dale Warland Singers from 1985 until their 
final concert in 2004. Marie taught middle level and 

high school vocal music in White Bear Lake for 34 years, retiring in 2018. She 
currently resides in south Minneapolis with her partner Bill, and their golden 
doodle Charley.

 

Diane Koschak has been a member with The 
Singers since 2009.  In addition to her work with The 
Singers, she is also the soprano section leader with 
The House of Hope Presbyterian Church.  She has 
been a member of The Minnesota Chorale, the Rose 
Ensemble, Consortium Carissimi, The Gregorian 
Singers and the Waltham Abbey Singers, as well as 
performing free-lance work.  She has a Vocal Music 

Education degree from Bemidji State University, and a Master’s in Education 
from Saint Mary’s University. She enjoys spending time with her husband and 
their two golden retrievers.

Erika Lantz has been a soprano with The Singers 
since 2022. She previously performed with the Boston 
Choral Ensemble, Vox Futura, the Minnesota Chorale, 
and the Yale Glee Club and Yale Glee Chamber Singers 
while an undergraduate studying English literature. 
When not singing, she uses sound in a different way as 
an audio journalist making podcasts and public radio 
documentaries. 

Krin McMillen  made her debut with The Singers in 
2019. Krin graduated with a B.M. in vocal performance 
from Bethel University in 2015. Prior to joining The 
Singers, Krin sang with Minnesota Chorale, where she 
performed various works with Minnesota Orchestra 
including Verdi’s Otello, Brahms’ A German Requiem, 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban Live, and more. 
Krin is a professional studio session vocalist and is a 

frequent collaborator on multi-genre film and television recordings, music library, 
and demo work. When not singing, Krin is the booking manager and curator for all 
live and recorded music at Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.

Susanna Mennicke has been a Singer since 2012. 
She has sung with the SPCO Chorale, the Minnesota 
Beethoven Festival, Kantorei, Music Baroque, and the 
Camarata Music Company in Seoul. After graduating 
from Concordia University Saint Paul with B.A.s in Art 
History and Vocal Performance, teaching English in 
South Korea, and working at a nonprofit, Susanna 
now works as a graphic designer. Outside of singing 

and work, she enjoys adventures with her husband and toddler, or cooking 
while listening to comedy podcasts.

Val Peterson joined The Singers in 2014. She 
graduated from Luther College in 2013 with a BM 
degree in Vocal Music Education. There, she sang 
under multiple conductors as well as directed the 
Vocal Jazz ensemble. Her first professional experience 
was singing under the direction of Dale Warland with 
the SPCO. This opportunity led her to The Singers, as 
well as the MN Beethoven Festival Chorale. She has 

also performed with Vox Nova Chorale. She currently teaches elementary music 
in Elk River. Val spends her free time being outside, reading, playing tennis, and 
raising her two sweet children with her husband.

Mackenzie Stern is joining The Singers for the 
first time this season. Originally from San Antonio, 
Mackenzie obtained her bachelor’s in vocal music 
education from Wartburg College, where she sang 
in the Wartburg Choir under Dr. Lee Nelson. In Iowa, 
Mackenzie taught high school choir and private voice 
lessons while singing with the Des Moines Choral 
Society. She now works as the Music Department 

Coordinator for Macalester College. You can catch her and her husband Elliott 
hanging out in their basement AirBnB with their dog, Boo, and their cat, Lily, 
while work is completed on their new home.
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Altos
Jessica Bandelin a graduate of The College of 
Saint Catherine with a BA in Music. She sang her 
first project with The Singers in 2010, and could not 
think of a finer group of folks with whom to spend 
her Monday nights. She is the Assistant Director of 
The House of Hope Children’s Choir, and teaches 
piano. An avid knitter, she’ll often be seen during 
intermissions working on a new project. Jessica 

lives in Saint Paul with her lovely husband, and lovelier three children.

Stephanie Beard joined The Singers in 2011. She 
is a 2009 graduate of Concordia College where she 
sang under the direction of René Clausen in The 
Concordia Choir. She holds a Bachelor of Music 
degree in Music Education and a Master of Arts 
degree in Educational Curriculum and Instructional 
Design. She is currently the music specialist at Rice 
Lake Elementary School in Maple Grove and organist 

at Messiah United Methodist Church in Plymouth. When she isn’t singing, she 
can be found chasing around her three-year-old, Evelyn, with husband Andrew.

Eva Birkholz joined The Singers last season. She 
graduated from Macalester College in 2022 with a 
BA in Geography and Music. There, she sang in 
the Macalester Concert Choir under Dr. Michael 
McGaghie and studied vocal performance with Linh 
Kauffman. Currently, Eva works restoring historic 
windows. When she’s not working or singing, Eva 
loves spending time outside, cooking extravagant 
meals, and rollerblading with friends.

 
Laura Clapp has been with The Singers since 
2022. She currently works for Voices of Hope, an 
organization that builds choirs inside prisons, directs 
the choir at Peace United Methodist Church, and 
co-directs StreetSong, a choir for people who have 
experienced homelessness. Laura recently graduated 
from Yale, where she was student conductor of the 
Yale Glee Club and a researcher for the New Muses 

Project, an initiative promoting justice, diversity, and curiosity in classical 
music. Originally from New York, Laura studied violin at Manhattan School of 
Music precollege; she regularly appears as a violinist with chamber groups, 
community choirs, and churches across the Twin Cities.

Allison Eckberg has been in The Singers since 
season 6 in 2009-10. She graduated from the 
University of Minnesota in 2009 with a BM in Music 
Education, and spent 10 years as an elementary 
music teacher in Eden Prairie. She has since 
earned a Masters in Library and Information Science 
from UW Milwaukee, and is currently working as a 
processing archivist and looking after her two children, 

Basil and Cecily. Allison met her husband, Sam, in The Singers, where he 
sang bass for 7 years.

Lynette Johnson holds a Bachelor of Music 
Education degree from North Park University in 
Chicago, IL. A founding member of The Singers, 
she has also sung with the Minnesota Beethoven 
Festival Chorale and the Dale Warland Singers. She 
currently serves as Director of Choral Music and 
Traditional Worship Director at her home church, 
Excelsior Covenant. Weekdays find her enjoying 

the challenges of being the administrative assistant for the national claims 
leaders at Westfield Insurance. She loves, reading, fishing, and anyrhing that 
goes with a great cup of coffee, and enjoys the entertainment of her two 
rambunctious felines, Mindy and Merlin.

Becca Lewis is thrilled to be making her 
professional debut with The Singers this season. 
She graduated from Macalester College in 
2021, where she earned a degree in Creative 
Writing and sang with the Macalester Concert 
Choir under Dr. Michael McGaghie. Becca also 
sings with the Minneapolis Choir Cooperative, a 
nonprofit, community ensemble dedicated to 

equal opportunity musicianship. She currently works at the University of 
Minnesota’s Disability Resource Center. 

Jessica Lowry sang her first season with The 
Singers in 2013. She has sung with the SPCO 
Chorale, the Minnesota Beethoven Festival 
Chorale, and The International Choir of Ho Chi 
Minh City. In 2022, Jessica was a finalist in the 
Edvard Grieg Society Vocal Competition. Jessica 
graduated from Luther College where she sang 
with the Nordic Choir, the Jazz Orchestra, and 

played viola in the Philharmonia Orchestra. Currently, she is the Manager of 
Education Programs at the Minnesota Orchestra. Before this role, she was 
the Orchestra Director at the junior high schools in Hopkins and previously 
taught music at American International School in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

Tara Ritter joined The Singers in 2019. She 
previously sang with Magnum Chorum and the St. 
Olaf Choir. She studied Environmental Science at St. 
Olaf, and later got an M.S. in Environment and Natural 
Resources from the Ohio State University. She works 
in sustainable agriculture and has enjoyed jobs in 
policy advocacy and project management. In her free 
time, Tara likes to be outside biking, hiking, camping, 

and walking around the lakes. She lives with her husband and two dogs in St. Paul.

Julia Salzman  joined The Singers in 2021 after 
moving to Minneapolis from Rochester where she 
sang with the Choral Arts Ensemble for thirteen 
seasons. Julia graduated from Luther College in 2008 
with a B.A. in vocal performance where she sang 
in Nordic Choir under Dr. Craig Arnold. Julia also 
holds an Ed.S. in School Psychology and works for 
the Rochester Public Schools. When not singing or 

working, Julia enjoys walking around Lake Harriet, reading, and jigsaw puzzling. 
Most of all, she loves spending time with her husband, Max, and their two 
young children, Hattie and Frankie.

Sarah Tengblad has sung in the St. Olaf Choir, 
Magnum Chorum, See Change Treble Choir 
and recently joined The Singers. She works in 
International Operations for Gateway Music Festivals 
& Tours, creating once-in-a-lifetime performance 
opportunities for musicians of all ages. When Sarah 
isn’t singing or managing behind-the-scenes, she 
loves spending time with her toddler Olivia and 
husband Luke.
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Scott Senko has been singing tenor with The 
Singers - Minnesota Choral Artists since fall of 2017. 
He completed undergraduate studies at Luther 
College in 2015 where he studied voice with Andrew 
Whitfield and Jessica Paul and composition with 
Brooke Joyce and Steve Smith. In addition to The 
Singers, Scott sings in the Schola at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul and frequently performs in projects with 

MPLS (imPulse). As a composer, Scott has received commissions from the 
Young New Yorkers’ Chorus, The Esoterics, and the Source Song Festival. 
His compositions have also been performed by The Singers, MPLS (impulse), 
Choral Arts Initiative, and Cantus.

Philip Solyntjes is a tenor in The Singers. He’s 
previously sung with Kantorei and he has been 
involved with several opera companies including 
Minnesota Opera, Opera on the James and Fort 
Worth Opera.  He graduated from University of 
Minnesota Duluth with a Bachelor’s of Music and 
is currently teaching special education at Lionsgate 
Academy.

Andrew Swartchick attended Concordia College, 
Moorhead. There he earned his BA in Cultural Music 
while studying with Dr. Rene Clausen, and singing 
with the world-renowned Concordia Choir for 3 
seasons. After their undergraduate studies, Andrew 
attended the University of Redlands where they 
received MM in Vocal Chamber Music Performance 
while studying with former Baritone of The King’s 

Singers, Christopher Gabbitas. A self-reported nerd and dweeb, this is 
Andrew’s first season with The Singers. While outside of rehearsal Andrew 
teaches private voice and piano lessons, and specializes in educating 
neurodiverse students of all ages at Brighter Minds Music in Mendota Heights.

Ben Winkler has been a tenor in The Singers 
since the 2018-2019 season. A graduate of 
Augustana University (SD), Ben has been making 
music in the Twin Cities for more than two decades. 
In addition to The Singers, Ben sings with the Bach 
Roots Festival, Vox Nova Chorale, St. Christopher’s 
Episcopal Church, and Opera on Tap Twin Cities. 
Ben is a banker for Huntington National Bank.

Tenors
Jesse Crosby is excited to be in his first season with 
The Singers. He graduated from Macalester in 2020 
with degrees in political science and international 
studies and a minor in music. While in college he sang 
tenor with the Macalester Concert Choir under Dr. 
Michael McGaghie. He has also performed with the 
Minnesota Chorale and Border CrosSing in addition 
to his nonstop singing around the house. He currently 

works as the Intake Coordinator for the Refugee and Immigrant Program with 
the Advocates for Human Rights, providing free legal service for asylum seekers, 
undocumented youth, and other recent arrivals to Minnesota.

Matthew Ian Fleming first performed with The 
Singers in 2010, also appearing with Santa Fe Desert 
Chorale, First Readings Project, SPCO Chorale, and 
Sing Napa Valley. Career highlights include recording 
Palestrina with Simon Carrington, Rachmaninov at 
Ravinia Festival, and premiering Jocelyn Hagen’s 
amass. Emerging author and sought-after preacher, 
Matthew leads Church Anew, an ecumenical church 

renewal organization. His first book, The End is the Beginning: Revelation, 
Hope, and Love that Lit the Stars (Broadleaf Books, 2024) reveals promise and 
possibility in the scariest book of the Bible. Unimpressed by Matthew’s words, 
his spouse and two kids love his sourdough most.

Will Haugen rejoins The Singers for this project after 
a few seasons away. In addition to several years with 
The Singers, Will has sung in the tenor section of a 
few Twin Cities vocal ensembles, such the Minnesota 
Beethoven Festival Chorale, the St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra Chorale, Vox Nova Chorale, Magpies & 
Ravens, and the Central Presbyterian Church choir as 
section leader.

Calvin LaFave comes to The Singers straight out 
of Concordia College, where he was a three-year 
member of The Concordia Choir. He proudly lives 
above a Thai restaurant in Saint Paul and works 
at Walser-Bloomington Toyota. He is in his sixth 
consecutive year under the direction of a member of 
the Culloton family. 

Steve J. Sandberg  is a retired music educator who 
taught all age levels during his career. He received 
his B.A. in music education from St. Olaf College 
and a M.M. in vocal performance from the University 
of Minnesota. He joined The Singers in 2021 after 
extensive professional choral experience in The Dale 
Warland Singers, The St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 
Chorale, The Minnesota Beethoven Festival Chorale, 

the chorus of The Minnesota Opera, and is still active in numerous freelance 
and recording projects. Steve lives in Lakeville with his wife Sandra, and 
enjoys composing choral music in his retirement.

Ricky Satterness has been a member of The 
Singers since 2021. Ricky graduated from Concordia 
College, Moorhead in 2016, where he studied 
accounting and sung under Dr. René Clausen and 
Dr. Michael Culloton. Currently, Ricky is a CPA and 
works as a Financial Reporting Specialist for Laureate 
Education, Inc. In his free time, Ricky enjoys playing 
tennis, ping-pong, pickleball, volleyball, spikeball, 

and disc golf, as well as singing in the Century College Choir under Dr. Erik 
Christiansen.
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Peter Hoffman joins The Singers for his first year this 
year as a bass. This is his professional choral debut, 
after graduating from St Olaf in June 2023 with a BA 
in mathematics. He sang in the St Olaf choir, and 
has competed and trained as a classical/opera singer 
throughout and beyond college. In his free time 
Peter enjoys drawing, biking, and rock climbing, but 
nothing beats talking to his cat Babette.

Andrew Wick Klein returned to The Singers in 
2021 after a four-year absence. The Stillwater, 
MN, native earned his B.A. in chemistry from St. 
Olaf College, where he also sang with the St. Olaf 
Choir. In the past he has sung with the Los Angeles 
Master Chorale and CONCORA (Hartford, CT). In 
the Twin Cities, he has sung with Kantorei and 
Century College Choir. He makes his living as a sales 

engineer for a patent intelligence company. In his spare time, he visits local 
brewery taprooms, reads to his children, and enjoys board games, superhero 
movies, and chocolate chip cookies.

Willie Nelson sang “the life I love is making music 
with my friends” and lifelong chorister Stephen 
Lewis has enjoyed such a life. Born in Tennessee 
and raised in Texas, Stephen just relocated to the 
Twin Cities in December 2022 with his wife and son 
after fifteen years in New Mexico. Stephen earned 
a Master of Music in choral conducting from Texas 
Tech University, a Bachelor of Music from Dallas 

Christian College, and an MBA from the University of Kansas. An investment 
advisor by day, Stephen’s excited to continue making music with new, more 
northern friends in The Singers.

Matthew J Olson serves as Assistant Director and 
Bass Section Leader of The Singers. He is Director 
of Choral Activities at Carleton College and Founding 
Artistic Director of Bach Roots Festival. Matthew 
is also a composer and choral arranger with works 
published by Santa Barbara, Colla Voce, and SMP. 
He is a member of Beyond Artists, a group of 
professional musicians who donate a percentage of 

their artist fees to nonprofit organizations; he supports Redeemer Center for 
Life in North Minneapolis and College Possible (MN).

Brent Rogers is excited for his first season with The 
Singers! A Twin Cities native who recently moved 
home after 25 years in California, Utah, Arizona, and 
North Dakota, he is an experienced choral singer, 
having sung with the Brigham Young University 
Singers, True Concord, and Brevitas, among others. 
Prior to returning the Minnesota, he taught vocal and 
choral music at the college level for ten years, and 

holds degrees in music education and choral conducting from BYU and the 
University of Arizona. He and his wife Kelsey are the proud parents of four sons, 
with a fifth on the way in January!

Paul Winchester has been performing with The 
Singers since 2017, both as a member of the 
ensemble as well as a guitarist, mandolinist, bassist, 
and percussionist. Paul is Music Director of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Minnetonka and 
a private music instructor and independent game 
designer in Minneapolis.

Basses
Kurt Anderson joined The Singers in 2022 and 
sings as a Bass II. Throughout Kurt’s time singing in 
ensembles he has alternated between singing bass 
and baritone parts. He participated in the MN opera 
youth program throughout high school and joined 
every choral opportunity available to him through 
Wayzata Public Schools. Throughout his undergrad 
he sang in multiple large and small ensembles each 

year. Kurt has had the pleasure to learn from Jerry Elsebernd, Carla Thelen 
Hanson, and John David DeHaan. Kurt considers every moment singing with 
The Singers a gift and hopes that every performance impacts the audience as 
much as it has impacted him.

Nathan Ausk  joined The Singers in 2022. Ausk 
pursued a degree in vocal performance from 
Concordia University in St. Paul, where he studied 
under Dr. David Mennicke, and Prof. Shari Speer. 
While attending he participated in the Christus 
Chorus, Vox9 vocal jazz ensemble, and the 
university’s handbell chorus.  In his free time he 
enjoys golfing, being outdoors, and spending time 

with his wife and their dog.

Jeff Bipes founding member and having previously 
served as Bass section leader and Singers Rep 
to the board, is excited to contribute to the current 
season of great music!  Jeff has a Bachelor’s in 
Music Education from Concordia College and 
a MBA in Organizational Development from St. 
Thomas.  He’s performed with the Concordia Choir, 
Dale Warland Singers, Choral Arts Ensemble, Vocal 

Jazz Sextet, and Symphony Chorale in Rochester.  He also enjoys hanging 
out with his wife and three daughters, golfing, and working as an IT leader in 
the Twin Cities area

Bryan Blessing, Choir Manager & Music Adviser, 
is a founding member of The Singers and is the 
vocal music teacher at Oak Grove Middle School in 
Bloomington. Bryan received his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Music Education from Saint John’s University, his 
Master’s in Music Education from the University of St. 
Thomas, and is a National Board Certified Teacher in 
Adolescent Music. Additionally, Bryan is an amateur 

composer and guitarist.  Currently, Bryan is on the advisory board of the 
ChoralQuest series through the American Composers Forum and is the Chair of 
the Commissioning Task Force for ACDA-MN.

Timothy Bruett baritone (BA, Luther College ’07; 
MM, U of M – Twin Cities ’09), is a diverse artist of 
works ranging from the Baroque to the 20th-century. 
He also loves ensemble and church music, and is 
currently a Section Leader with the Motet Choir at 
House of Hope Presbyterian Church in Saint Paul. 
Past engagements include the Minnesota Beethoven 
Festival Chorale, the Choir of Gentlemen & Choristers at 

the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Garden City, New York, and the Choir of Men & 
Boys at St. Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue in New York City. Tim currently lives in 
Saint Paul with his cat, Rupert, and is grateful to make music with The Singers!

Gabe Hanson has been a member of The Singers 
since 2014. He graduated from Gustavus Adolphus 
in 2014 and has since kept busy performing with 
a number of ensembles in the Twins Cities area, 
including Minnesota Chorale, Bach Roots Festival, 
The Gregorian Singers, MPLS and Vox Nova – while 
maintaining a steady schedule making music at 
Nativity Lutheran Church in Saint Anthony, MN.
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Thank You!
The Singers are deeply grateful 
for the following gifts received 
07.01.22 to 10.04.23.

Benefactor’s Circle 
$5000+

Michael & Maureen Armstrong
Sandra Hunter
Cotty Lowry & Laurie Jacobi
Minnesota State Arts Board
Sue Shepard
Fred Skarich
The McKnight Foundation
Wenger Foundation

Leadership Circle 
$2500-4999

Archie and Bertha Walker 
Foundation 

eLKay Foundation/Rick & Linda 
Glasgow

Dr. Bruce P. Gleason

Patron’s Circle 
$1000-2499

Alberta Adams
Benjamin Behler
David & Patricia Borchert
Paul & Cathy Bruett
Andrew & Carolyn Collins
Larry & Naomi Crepeau
Matthew Culloton & Hannah 

Armstrong
John & Virginia Dell
David Hoiness
Leticia Johnson
Daniel & Sara Kantor
Robert & Loie Kolasa-Lenarz
Barbara & Stan Molstad
Joan Nelson
David Pearson
Donna Peter
Perry & Leah Rynders
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas & Janice 

Shaffer
Christopher & Susan Steger 

Welsh

Conductor’s Circle 
$500-999

Stephen Boyle
Bruce Broquist
Megan Curtis Law, PLLC
Sheldon Damberg
Dr. Thomas Davis
Glenn & Arlene Geissinger
Nancy & Robert Johnson
John Lindlief
Kay McCarthy

John Nuechterlein
Terry & Mary Patton
Kathleen Schubert
Robert Shoemake
Scott & Kathleen Tunseth
Jon Van Nurden & Susanna 

Mennicke

Donor’s Circle 
$250-499

Anonymous
Dylan Bindman & Meghan Scully
Michael Dennis Browne
Mari Lee Culloton
Gary Debele
Ann & Douglas Scott Dumas
Paul Engh & Claudia Kraehling
Julio & Stacy Fesser
Dean & Debbie Haagenson
Thomas & Peggy Hanson
Will Haugen
Edward & Anita Hoffman
Ulf & Susan Holm-Johansen
Deane Jewett
Lynette Johnson
Rose Jost
Taylor Kohl
Diane Koschak & Kurt 

Brandstrom
Robert Kriel & Linda Krach
Mary Mount
Martha Mutch
Thomas Osteraas
Richard & Mary Ann Papke
Patty Paulus
Brin Petersen & Kris Veches
Maureen Reed
Clint Roberts
Barb Simonson
John & Margit Steinke
Michael & Lindsey Strand
Corey Tansom
Heidi Tansom
Ingrid Verhagen
Lawrence Wiesner

Choral Circle 
$100-249

Beth & Jay Althof
Steven Anderson & Barbara 

Randolph-Anderson
Gordon & Dorothea Anderson
John D. Becker
Brent Benrud
Carl & Judi Bergsagel
Lonnie & Cathy Blair
Bryan & Kate Blessing
Peder Bolstad
Donald & Colleen Braaten
Pamela Carlson
Ruth Colby

Marie Spar Dymit & Bill Dahlin
Debi Espe
Lois Glewwe
Gerard Grzyb
Brent Haagenson
Nancy Hannan
Anne Heller
James & Leane Hewitt
Steven & Debra Kind
William & Linda Klein
Nathan Knoll
Millie Krause
Jana Larson
Sally Leighninger
Mary Lewis
David & Shirley Lingo
Dwight Lundeby
MaryLynn Mennicke & Derek 

Meyer
Sara Messier
Jim & Carol Moller
Kourosh Motabebi
Mike & Terry Nagel
Ruth Palmer
Nancy Pearson
Howard & Vicki Pearson
Dave & Karen Pelner
Cathy Reed & Pete Zirbel
Kevin, Nancy & David Rhein
Thomas Rice & Mary Becker
Phillip Rickey
Richard & Alice Ritter
Khrin Robb ad Karl Swanson
Paul & Barbara Rusterholz
Julia & Max Salzman
Steve Sandberg
Stephen Lenius & William 

Schlichting
Mary & Robert Shevik
Amelia Shindelar
Ginger Sisco
Spencer Slaine
Chris Smith
Jacqueline Steele
Arturo Steely
Charles & Paula Streiff
Mark & Judy Tambornino
Linda & Bruce Trouten
Allison Tunseth Lindgren
Dale & Ruth Warland
Janet Warwick
John & Lori Weisenburger
Suzanne Wiebusch & Jeff 

Tunseth
Grace Wiechman

Supporter’s Circle 
Up to $99

Katherine Anderson
Paige Armstrong-Hetterick
Eric, Ann & Finn Bakken
Jessica Bandelin

Carol Barnett
Beth Bartlett
Tyler Berg
Abbie Betinis & Eric Bartlett
Jeff & Kristy Bipes
Anna Brudzinski
Karen Buggs
Craig Carnahan
Marie Bouley & Alan Ciesielczyk
Deanna Dorf
Samuel & Allison Eckberg
Jerry & Teresa Elsbernd
Mike & Kendra Flanagan
Laurie Glaser
Gabriel Hanson
Lydia Haugen
Linda Johnson
Jacqueline Kaelin
Joe & Georgia Kandiko
Phillip Katzung
Kathryn Keefer
Katherine Koehn
Georgianne Kornfuehrer
Edward & Donna Kraus
Martha Kunau
Patrick & Mary Lair
Erika Lantz
Donald & Marilyn Lee
Ginny Lindow
Miles Lybeck
Leslie Martin
Susan Mohs
Emily Moos
Kathy Mouacheupao
William & Imelda Muggli
Brian & Angela Newhouse
David Olson
Rebecca Pearson
Robert Peskin
Scott & Vicki Peters
Valerie Peterson
David Peterson
Chris-Marie Rasmussen
Kathleen Richards
Tara Ritter
John Rynders
Kay Sandeen
Eeva Savolainen & Kari 

Sundstrom
Michael Sellheim
Philip Solyntjes
Greg Theroux
Gretta Thorson
Teresa Tierney
Kirsten Uhlenberg
Tyler Vidal & Jennifer Rowan
Mazmuriani Vincent
William Wangensteen
Lori Wellman
Ashley Wengel
Virginia & Roger Wilson
Richard & Lois Wintersteen
Derek Wolden
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Legacy Gifts
Including The Singers in your estate plan is a wonderful way to 
ensure your assets support choral music excellence for future 
generations. 
•	 The Singers organization is able to process gifts of stock 

if you would like to donate in that way.
•	 Don’t need your required minimum distribution this year? 

You may have your RMD (or a portion of it) sent directly to 
The Singers and deduct it from your taxes.

•	 Our charitable status allows us to receive donations from 
donor-advised funds.

For more information, call the Singers Office at 651.917.1948. 
Your support is appreciated!

Memorials
Bold indicates the name of the 
person being memorialized.

Dr. Elsie V. Gleason & Dr. 
Linn H. Gleason 

Dr. Bruce P. Gleason 

Joann Jewett
Deane “Skip” Jewett

Steve Mount
Mary Mount

Gregg Papke
Richard & Mary Ann Papkel

Lois Pearson
Nancy Pearson
Tyler Vidal
Richard & Mary Ann Papke
Jacquelin Kaelin
Millie Krause
Linda Johnson
Patrick & Mary Lair
Eric, Ann, & Finn Bakken
Donald Lee
Howard & Vickie Pearson
Kenneth Robb
John & Lori Weisenburger
Michael & Terry Nagel

James Peter
Larry & Naomi Crepeau 

Larry Salzman
Max & Julia Salzman

Myrtis Skarich
Fred Skarich

Honorariums 
Bold indicates the name of the 
person being honored.

Beth Althof
Marie Spar Dymit & Bill Dahlin

Hannah Armstrong
Nancy Pearson

Paige Armstrong
Gretta Thorson

Matthew Culloton
Nancy Pearson
Beth & Jay Althof
Bruce Broquist

Julio Fesser
Clint Roberts

Dr. Bruce Gleason
Robert Shoemake

Lynette Johnson
Leticia Johnson

The Singers
Allie Tunseth Lindgren
Jacqueline Steele

Twin Cities Choral Musicians
Ruth Palmer

We apologize for any 
inadvertent errors. Call 
651.917.1948 for corrections. 
The Singers are a tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) organization. Donate 
online at singersmca.org or call
to make a contribution.

Mission

Staff

Board of Directors 

Ex Officio Member

Honorary Member 

Emeritus Members 

Acknowledgements

Tickets 

Accessibility

Recordings

Contributions

Contact Information 

The Singers deliver compelling and 
thought-provoking performances and 
educational opportunities that can bridge 
cultural differences and invite appreciation 
of the choral art.

Matthew Culloton – Founder; Artistic & 
Executive Director

Barb Simonson – Accountant
Bryan Blessing – Choir Manager
Allison Eckberg – Music Librarian
Susanna Mennicke – Graphic Design
Matthew Olson – Assistant Conductors
Bryon Wilson – Collaborative Pianist

Allie Tunseth Lindgren – President
Joe Osowski – Vice President
James Sele – Treasurer
Julio Fesser
Patty Paulus
Jacqueline Steele
Jon Van Nurden

Beth Althof – Singer Representative

Morten Lauridsen

Geneva Eschweiler ^
Dick Geyerman ^
Nancy Rotenberry ^
^ in memoriam

Groth Music – official music supplier
Bryan Blessing, Oak Grove Middle School
The House of Hope Presbyterian Church

Tickets may be purchased at the door or 
at singersmca.org. For group rates, please 
call 651.917.1948.

We believe that ticket prices should never 
be a barrier to participation. Pay-What-
You-Can tickets are available for any of our 
concerts by contacting office@singersmca.
org. If you would like to make a donation to 
support our Pay-What-You-Can ticket fund 
or Artist Scholarships, please reach out to 
us at office@singersmca.org

We strive to provide accessibility options 
for all. For inquiries and accommodation 
request, please contact office@
singersmca.org

Available at all concerts, on iTunes and 
CD Baby, and at singersmca.org.

The Singers are a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
organization. Donate online at singersmca.
org or call 651.917.1948 to make a 
contribution.

797 Summit Ave, Suite B
St. Paul, MN 55105
651.917.1948 singersmca.orgThis activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota Arts Board Operating Support Grant, thanks to a legislative 

appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.
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 ZerrBergArchitects.com

INSPIRED DESIGN

CREATING COMMUNITY



2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4 
2 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  S E A S O N

Windows & Mirrors
20TH ANNIVERSARY FINALE CONCERT
MAY 5, 2024

My Soul’s Repose
MIDWINTER REFLECTIONS
MARCH 23 & 24, 2024

What Sweeter Music
CHRISTMAS WITH THE SINGERS
DECEMBER 3, 9, & 10, 2023

Singers photo credits: Dan Norman



2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4 
2 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  S E A S O N

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

The Roaring ’20s!
THE SINGERS’ 20TH ANNIVERARY GALA

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2024

The Singers & 
The Concordia Choir
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2024

Twin brothers Matthew and 
Michael Culloton bring their two 
choirs together for a concert that 
celebrates mentors, great choral 
works, and the meaningfulness 

of singing communities. 

Tickets available at the door, or 
scan the QR code below!

Save the Date!

Photo credit: Dan Norman


